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infuse some measure of healthy discontent into the milliotis
who were satisfied to grumble in private, when they might, -
with only the effort of registering a vote, abolish all these
abuses, and win a better position for themselves and their
children. Consequently, for one section of the com-
munity Lloyd George came to be the symbol of all that is
violent, predatory, and revolutionary; while for the other
section he stood as the Heaven-given avenger of the
wrongs of the poor, and the scourge of the tyrant and the
monopolist.
The Limehouse speech was made on July 30th, 1909,
before a crowded audience in a music-hall in one of the
poorest parts of London* Its opening paragraph is an
excellent example of the very conversational style which
forms, as it were, the groundwork of even the most ornah
mental of Lloyd George's speeches* " A few days ago ", he
began, " a meeting was held not far from this hall, in the
heart of the City of London, demanding that the Govern-
ment should launch into enormous expenditure on the
Navy* That meeting ended with a resolution promising
that those who passed the resolution would give financial
support to the Government in their undertaking* There
have been two or three meetings held in the City of
London since, attended by the same class of people, but
not ending with a resolution to pay* On the contrary,
Tve are spending the. money, but they won't pay* What
has happened since to alter their tone? Simply that we
have sent in the bill* We started our four Dreadnoughts*
They cost eight millions of money. We promised them
four more; they cost another eight millions* Somebody
has to pay; and then these gentlemen say; * Perfectly
ttue; somebody has to pay, but we would rather that
somebody were somebody else!' We started building ;
<Wt wanted money to pay for the building; so we sent tta